THE   CHILDREN   OF   MOSUL
(beautiful); she was so fair and pretty that she was
known by many as "the English child." When she
was about three years old she became very ill, and
the mother brought her to my husband, who pre-
scribed for her, but said that the chief part of the
treatment lay in the diet. On no account was solid
food to be given for at least three or four days. The
mother looked in despair when she heard this, as she
said, " Jamila will cry if she cannot have her meat
and bread and pillau!" A day or two later I was
calling at the house, and saw that Jamila was looking
very ill, and asked the mother what the child had
been eating. "Oh," she said, "poor little child, I
had to give her meat and bread, for she tore her hair
and clothes in her anger, on my refusing to give
them to her, and so, how could I deny them to her ?"
And sure enough, while I was there, Jamila began to
cry for bread, and on her mother refusing, threw her-
self on the ground in a paroxysm of anger, beating
her head and face with her clenched fist, till she was
quite blue and black in the face. The mother ran at
once and brought bread and meat, and gave to the
child, who immediately recovered her equanimity of
mind and temper.
Then again, I have seen a room full of people all
in despair over a child of perhaps two or three years
old, who refuses to drink his medicine ordered by
the doctor. The father begins the performance by
solemnly taking the glass containing the medicine up
to the child, and saying to him, " Oh, my beloved,
will you take this medicine ? " " No," says the child,
and pushes it away. The father looks round on the
audience for signs of wonder and astonishment at the
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